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26 January 1993

Gloria Lamer
RR 1 Box 183D
Penn Run, Pa. 15765

Dear Gloria:

The following is a brief description of the sighting
of a Phalarope species at Prince Gallitzin State Park on
November 9th, 1993.

After learning of a Phalarope sighting, by John Salvetti
of Ebensburg, I traveled to Prince Gallitzin State Park
arriving early in the morning on November /@, 1993. The bird
was observed initially at a distance of approximately 100 yvards
in an open, ice-free area of the lake. This individual was
"spin feeding" (typical of phalaropes),in a small area, in the
company of several American Coot (Fulica americana). The sky
was clear, temperature in the lower twenties, and with the
sun above the eastern horizon the lighting was optimal.
Optics used were 8.5 power binoculars and 20X60 power scope.

Initial observations, at the distance of 100 yards, were
that this individual was grayish on the back, lighter under-
neath and had both dark gray crown/nape and dark gray eye
patch.The bill appeared to be long and thin. With the lack
of any striking, heavy streaks & barring on the back I was
convinced that I was observing a Wilson's Phalarope (Phalaropus
tricolor). Upon returning to my vehicle I was bothered by some
incongruities so I returned for another look; this time armed
with a copy of National Geographic's field guide in addition
to Peterson's guide, for in field comparisons.

To my surprise, the phalarope had moved closer to my
vantage point and was now only 50 feet away. Upon closer
inspection I observed that the bill was indeed thin, but
shorter than originally thought. Faint barring lines were
observed along the back although no wing stripe was observed.
Due to the thin, short bill and faint barring I believe that-
this species was Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus)
and not either Wilson's Phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) or
Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicaria).

If you have any questions or need further clarifications
please feel free to call.(814) 643-6030.

Have a great winter and "think Spring" !!

Dave Kyler







RARE SPECIES REPORT

SPECIES: '%cl Phalarope NUMBER SEEN: One.

/
SIGHTING DATE: H-9-9% SIGHTING TIME: (0.25 am
LOCATION: COUNTY & STATE: Cambria Co. - TRnnsqlvama

DISTANCE & DIRECTION FROM NEAREST TOWN: —
Prmc,c. Ga(lnfg‘m St. EU’IK - 4— Ml\cs North eas‘* of \Q*’TO').

DIRECTIONS, IF APPLICABLE: |, .t.d €om bridge. on LR 11055
where Slate Lick Creex Crosses i qh way .

Marsh area m‘?’crsperseg with water Wy *LBFG-

EQUIP. USED:Swnff Audubs A 8.5¥44 binatulars - Bauschf Lom

LENGTH OF SIGHT!NG: 25 M"ﬁ a“c{'cr v_‘)'h\c‘y} ,{' (_CYY]G!I]C(_( G{y ‘OCQ‘_IA)Q

HABITAT:

Vtg\g{a(’mr.
SIGHTING LIGHTING: Partly Cleody , geod hghting Condifians
CONDITION3.  |DISTANCE: ¥ Zooft b I5x-gox Zoom KoPT

DESCRIPTION: VOICE:

observed.

Yho other Phalacope cpecieg . Leq celor mot observed

while PicKing food Lrorm water,

S1ZE: Afreacd to be Snaller than other phalarope Specics prevecly

PLUMAGE: Blacx pafch, theo the eqe ¢ Corved downwand loehund ey o

Blue qray above with ™Minimuan S“'Tea\('”‘r ory lback . B\acksjtr‘qu
on back of neck C‘d‘%&\nﬁ Ner Hhe +°P ok head to front o]

ANATOMY (bill length, leg color, etc): )1 ghorter § more needle hxp

BEHAVIOR: (, #. ved €eed ing For oo entire 25min poricd
RﬁPeQ‘*Q.A Swinging of nccksbad: ‘back § frthh (Q.ﬁ"’*it“{*)

2

FAMILIARITY WITH THIS & SIMILAR SPECIES: Hove observed Phalarepes on
S Previous oCtasiens, Red-nezcke

ohserved previovs'y at Sal*on Sea A on Apci] 12,1903

|_Spwn _ag Obgerved wily Wilsers Bhalarspe.

COMPARISON TO SIMILAR SPECIES: Senaller Ha thlsens or Red Phalaropes
Obgervea at other locatons. Bill Smaller I mg:; hg_;dlc.nl\ske theaan oﬁse?‘S, Tid ndt

HAS A PHOTOGRAPH BEEN TAKEN? IF SO, BY WHO?

P
Have any additional cbservers filled out a rare species report? If so, who?

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS (Use back of form for more space):

D [N 3 G u\/.) e,,("

Other observers: TDavd Kyler(814-643-6030) Gloria Lamer( 4 l2~349—\\595

SIGHTING & REPCRT BY: O ohn Salvett,

ADDREss: 519 €. Crawﬁrc{ St PHONE # 8t4 — 472— 238
Ebens burg L PA L1593

&M&%m& 564/0&% DATE: /2 ~/—%3
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