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Gloria Lamer 
RR 1 Box 183D 
Penn Run, Pa. 15765 

Dear Gloria: 

26 January 1993 

The following is a brief description of the sighting 
of a Phalarope species at Prince Gallitzin State Park on 
November 9th, 1993. 

After learning of a Phalarope sighting, by John Salvetti 
of Ebensburg, I traveled to Prince Gallitzin State Park 
arriving early in the morning on November fO, 1993. The bird 
was observed initially at a distance of approximately 100 yards 
in an open, ice-free area of the lake. This individual was 
"spin feeding" (typical of phalaropes),in a small area, in the 
company of several American Coot (Fulica americana). The sky 
was clear, temperature in the lower twenties, and with the 
sun above the eastern horizon the lighting was optimal. 
Optics used were 8.5 power binoculars and 20X60 power scope. 

Initial observations, at the distance of 100 yards, were 
that this individual was grayish on the back, lighter under
neath and had both dark gray crown/nape and dark gray eye 
patch.The bill appeared to be long and thin. With the lack 
of any striking, heavy streaks & barring on the back I was 
convinced that I was observing a Wilson's Phalarope (Phalaropus 
tricolor). Upon returning to my vehicle I was bothered by some 
incongruities so I returned for another look; this time armed 
with a copy of National Geographic's field guide in addition 
to Peterson's guide, for in field comparisons. 

To my surprise, the phalarope had moved closer to my 
vantage point and was now only 50 feet away. Upon closer 
inspection I observed that the bill was indeed thin, but 
shorter than originally thought. Faint barring lines were 
observed along the back although no wing stripe was observed. 
Due to the thin, short bill and faint barring I believe that · 
thi~ species was Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus) 
and not either Wilson's Phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) or 
Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicaria). 

If you have any questions or need further clarifications 
please feel free to call.(814) 643-6030. 

Have a great winter and "think Spring" ! ! 

Dave Kyler 



On Sunday, November 7, 1993 around 8:10 a.m., after 
walking the south side of Lake Galena I returned to the 
area just east of the bridge on Chapman Road. While looking 
upstream for Greenwing Teal a bird flew in front of me and 
landed on the road (macadam) about 50-60 feet from me. I 
wasn't sure what it was while it seemed to be pecking and 
feeding in the gravel on the road for about 10-15 seconds. 
It then flew to the edge of the water where debree, foam, 
feathers, etc. was located. Its' coloration matched its' 
surroundings. I knew it was a Phalarope but not which one. 
The identifying marks I observed are: 

0 Plain grey back 
0 an "hourglass" figure of black from the back of the 

head down the neck 
0 an all black, heavy bill 
0 a short black mark through and behind the eye 
0 black primaries with white edging 
0 its' behavior was swimming and walking over the logs, 

plastic, boards - its' lower breast-belly was getting 
green from the scum. 

I was alone for about 10-15 minutes when I saw Ken Reikert 
coming down Chapman Road from the nature center. I motioned 
for him to come quickly - Ken had a scope and after careful 
looks we both agreed it was a Phalarope. Taking out his field 
guide - our observations matched the illustration of Red Phalarope. 
I stayed with Ken, joined by a Mike Fahey until 8:40 a.m. when 
I left to go home and call other birders. 
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RARE SPECIES REPORT 

~ 

11ed-~ -Pho./ Qrope SPECIES: NUMBER SEEN: One 
! 

SIGHTING DATE: \l-S,-93 SIGHTING TIME: /0 :25 a~ 

LOCATION: COUNTY & ST A TE: Co.mbr,Q. Ca. - -"Pev·ir,S'f (v~r.tO.. 
DISTANCE & DIRECTION FROM NEAREST TOWN: 

Prif'lc.e GaU,h,~ St. fonK. · 4 tvi, \es No~ eci~t o'\ \~tto f). 

DIRECTIONS, IF APPLICABLE: Locq,f-cd frowi brid~ on 
where 'S\Q.fe Lit.'( CreeK C<"osses h,~J...!(l~'t· 

LR 11055 

HABITAT: MC\1';,h Cl..('~ Cl ,,.., ter s pe,sed 
v~ ';i..e t<"lt 1r- r , 

w'1th w a.te-r \.!'1 t-1cspe.. 

SIGHTING UG~TING: · YA,tl~ C.\oud'1 1 500d I 1~"'"\-11"}1 Co r-.d1 he.() S 
CONC!Tl'.)N.3: DISTANCE: :t coo f-t ( · L b ,sx-{.O>e Zoom Sc-0 1P 

EQUIP. USED:Sw,ftA,~vbt/\8.Sx4i bmdCtJ ,-rs - &o~I-.,~ om . 

LENGTH OF SIGHTING: '25 r°'f"\ ~ri a.ftcr W~ \C-.~ ,t rerY1a1ned at \oca.h<I> 
C. 

() 

DESCRIPTION: VOICE: 

SIZE: ~f9C'M6 -l-o k 5..,.._a.{le.r ~ 0 -½t,er p~alarope spe.c:.1es prev~ly 
obs~r'led . 

PLUMAGE: 8lac1< ?afe.~ thru ~ ~'1e i Cu-rve d J oc...J~Wtlni bel,,,nd t'.'i ~ 
l'?,lue qra~ Qbc,11e w,-Hr. rn,.,,.,o·"-JN\ sk~K•()y on ~ctGV. .. 6hcK~{, 

~ 
on bacK o{ V\CC \(, oct~~'"''l ~'le(' ~e tt,p 0 f hctld fo "tn"V\1" 0 

ANATOMY (bill length, leg color, etc.): ~.ti Shorter ~ N\cre need le h~ ~ 
~~ o~c-r ?l---t1. \t,, ro~e Spec,~s • Leq c~\c,r not- obst"'rveJ. 

BEHAVIOR: Conf "we~ f'ceJ '"'ci fer ~c. e.nt-1.-c '2.5 H'\,ro p~;cJ 
Repea-t,eJ S--.>1rict1n~ <:> f' nc:.cK ~ b<>d't '. b ~CK ~ ~rt{,.. C ~ 1,1-i+ ~ L~t) 
w'h,I~ Pl<'K1n~ ~06 {f'o"'"' w~te, . 

FAMILIA RI TY WITH THIS & SIMILAR SPECIES: Hc:ive obscN'Cd 1)h<J..\ aro~e~ Of'\ 

obse,veJ pre✓ 1 ovs 1, ,-<'. o_t Sa.\ ~o .. 
S Pre,11ovs QCCQ.s. 101"\S, 1<-cd·l'lecKCd 

Sec.. CP... or, A Pr al ,~. \Q~~ 

COMPARISfN TO SIMILAR SPECIES: S""aller ~~ w,lso...:cs or 'R~J Pha!aro~~-
o~~y--\J~ o..+ o~ed lc~1onS . o,11 'b'Y'lt1 tl~r ¢ ~ore r--e.ed le. II Ke ttiAN> o+i-.-ers. 0 ,d nc 

_<§.F_.,~~~ 0 'bs~v ~ w \ t;J 1 \scr,!, ?\..sit I H o pe • 
.. 

HAS A PHOTOGRAPH BEEN TAKEN? IF SO, BY WHO? 

-
Have any additional observers filled out a rare species report? If so, who? 

ADµI'TIONAL COMMENTS (Use back of form for more space): ,-( sg) 
.Oft.-iev obcsc.-vers : D(t-.t1d K41 (er(814-64'3-b03o) Gloria. lame 412.-3~-II 

Oa..v'- G- o'v.iu~ 

SIGHTING & REPORT BY: Joh-\ S<1.\vett,· 
ADDRESS: 5' l 9 E. C'<"c.w-fo,d St- PHONE# a14 - 47z-q2.ct8 

~ [bensb~ 
DATE: 12-1-93 SIGNATURE 'V~ ~ ' 

{/ 
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1n fv\°r of ('784 .- S,nc~ 'titeri T have.. 

b 1r-d ed .;f') 4 7 s-M-es ()At\ J 5 C ~a d,a.-v-. -Prov lt")ces • r 
C c,,.,i <s ,d~r fYl '1 se ({ 

~ f' C1es 6 r rn'i 

0.. Ser- 1 cu£. birder . · T have 5GO 

fvortl, !\Mericevvt Life L~si . o.nd ha.ve. 

,('.:'corded 25G --Pe.>,,-ins1 \vo ...... .,.._ 1C\ Sf:,ec:.1c S _ 
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I Record No.: a a e l!l!!t !;993 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of 

Species: Red- Phalarope (:~sl pus IaDac c:J 

Date of Sighting : 7 November 1993 to 10 November 1993 
Location: PRINCE GALLITZIN STATE PARK 
County: CAMBRIA 
Observer(s): Dave Kyler; Don Mclintock; John Salvetti 

Gloria Lamer 
Date of Submission: 1993 
Submitted by: Gloria Lamer 
Written Description: YES Photo: YES Specimen: NO 
Recording: NONE 

Class I Class II Class III Class IV Class V 

Member 
A B C Abstain 

F. Haas X 
N. Pulcinella X 
E. Kwater X 
R. Ickes X 
G. McWilliams X 
P. Schwalbe >< 
J. Skinner >< 
TOTALS t ' ( 

DECISION X 
Comment<; : Jh;:s recprc/ 15 c hvVl ft° cl to 6? lfecl Phv- I cvY°f e_ 

Signature (Secretary): 7-17~ Date: r-;?~-1tr 


